c
Helpful Thinking
Peers give a helping shoulder
by Ann Scharmack
"W
e want to
help, but we
don't want to
get involved to the point of
getting physically involved.
We are here only for moral
support or to help others
work out their own situa-
tions," said Carolyn Parady,
sitting amongst a pile of
books and a background of
filing cabinets.
Peer facilitators worked
for the students. They basi-
cally helped students, indi-
rectly, to solve their own
problems. Julie McCulluch
stated, "I have met many in-
teresting people involved in
a wide variety of problems."
Situations that peers have
worked with involved
abuse, threats from others,
lights with others, and even
health problems. "Pro and
con lists are usually made up
for the individual involved
with the problem," said Amy
Parish.
The training involved to
become a peer facilitator in-
cluded a six week program.
The program basically
taught the peers to "learn
about yourself in order to
learn about others," said
( airoU 11 Parady. Peer facili-
tators, by law, had to sign an
oath of confidence, or a
statoment promising not to
talk about or discuss any-
one's own personal prob-
lems. The peer program con-
sisted of thirteen students:
Barbara Sloan, Bobby Fuller,
Amy Parish, Julie McCul-
luch, Brook Anderson, Vince
Taylor. Charlie Robinson,
Karen Steiner, Lisa Johann-
sen, Carolyn Parady, Torsha
Koonce, and Carol Crochet.
The basic idea for the peer
program included strong
support and listening from
another peer. "Keeping an
objective point of view is
one of the hardest points
with being a peer facilita-
tor," stated Amy Parish.
"The rewards that are in-
volved after a situation is
over, really make this pro-
gram fun," said Julie McCul-
luch. The peer program had
a favorable result on the stu-
dents who had participated
in it. The help and support
offered by other students
many times made the differ-
ence in a school year. "We
only want to help with an
objective point of view with
a bunch of moral support,"
said Amy Parish with a
smile on her face.T
Assistants add a special hand to
odd jobs. Tandala Murry, an office
assistant, files a polar sheet in its
correct place.
Dean's Assistants perform manv
tasks. John Voltis chocks attendance
slips to make sure all is in order.
After making his rounds picking
up the attendance sheets, Brian
Corlet performs the daily routine of
checking them off.